A THREATENED SPECIES
IN NEW YORK STATE

Blanding’s
Turtle
This area of the Town of
Hyde Park near the
proposed Jeffrey Groves
Estates Site on North
Cross Road may contain
suitable habitat for the
Blanding’s Turtle, which
is a New York State
Listed Threatened
Species. This species is
an important part of our
ecosystem and it is
illegal to kill, harm or
harass them. It is
possible for turtles to
travel up to 1 mile
overland for migration
and nesting purposes.
This brochure’s intent is
to educate the public of
their potential presence
and provide valuable
information should an
encounter occur even
though sightings are
rare.

This Pamphlet is to be distributed to
all construction workers,
maintenance staff, and residents at
the project site by the Project
Engineer after initial training by
a Knowledgeable Wildlife
Biologist

In case of a sighting, please call
Michael Nowicki at 203-910-4716
And
The NYSDEC Wildlife Office to
Report the incident within 24
Hours at 845-256-3098 or
Wildlife.R3@dec.ny.gov. Please
Provide the location, the project
Name, and explanation of incident.

Fact Sheet
 The Blanding's turtle is a medium sized turtle
with an average shell length of approximately
seven to nine inches and a maximum length of
10 inches. A distinguishing feature of this turtle
is the bright yellow chin and throat.
 Mating probably occurs in April and early May
with nesting beginning in early June and
lasting throughout the month.
 The Blanding's turtle overwinters under or
near water, in mud or under vegetation or
debris. During the nesting season, a female
Blanding's turtle may be found more than a
kilometer from where it hibernated.

Measure to Take During Encounters
The following guidelines will be used in the event that
a turtle is encountered on the project site during
construction:
i. personnel working at the site will be trained to be
able to identify, and locate Blanding's turtles by a
knowledgeable biologist. Turtles can only be moved
by a qualified biologist with knowledge of Blanding's
turtles and relocation procedures who is also licensed
by the NYSDEC to handle Blanding's turtles.
ii. It is illegal to take, import, transport, posses, or
sell an animal listed as threatened without a license.
iii. If a turtle is seen, stop all ground disturbing work
immediately.

 Blanding's turtles take 18-22 years to reach
sexual maturity and may live to be 70 years
old.

iv. Contact the contractor in charge and delay work in
the area until the turtle has moved safely from the
area. Allow the turtle to continue on its way.

 Blanding's turtles move through and/or utilize
several
habitat
types.
Aquatic/wetland
habitats are used for hibernation, mating,
feeding, shelter, aestivating, and basking,
while terrestrial habitats are used for nesting
and seasonal migrations, as well as
aestivating, and basking. Although there is
variation
throughout
the
geographic
distribution of the Blanding’s turtle, terrestrial
habitats can often be well over ½ mile from
core wetland habitats, and an individual
turtle’s home range may be 50 acres or more.

v. If the turtle does not move along on its own,
contact the response number below to have a trained,
NYS licensed professional safely relocate the turtle.
Michael Nowicki at 203-910-4716

 Contact the response number on this
brochure to have this species identified and
relocated from the work area if necessary.
A trained state licensed professional will
safely relocate the turtle.

vi. Contact the NYSDEC Wildlife Office to report the
incident within 24 hours at 845-256-3098 or
Wildlife.R3@dec.ny.gov. Please provide the location,
the project name, and explanation of incident.
vii. If the turtle was found within a Turtle exclusion
fence, work cannot commence till fencing is inspected
by and signed off on by a knowledgeable Blanding's
Turtle consultant.

Trap Hazard Protection

i.

Water control structures, such as drainpipes, may
create a trap hazard to Blanding’s turtles. To prevent
possible entrapment of Blanding’s turtles, the storm
drain grates will be designed with the smallest
possible grate opening without compromising safety
or necessary flow rate.
ii. Below-ground swimming pools should be
surrounded by fencing to exclude turtles of all age
classes. Fine grade wire cloth (1/4 inch square mesh
size) at the base of a picket fence or a 10” - 12” high
barrier can be used to prevent turtles from traveling
into the hazard area.
iii. Window wells should have grates (1 inch square
mesh size or less) or 10” - 12” high vertical barriers
surrounding the well.
iv. Any excavation work done between April 14th and
October 16th should be backfilled on the same day as
excavated or ramps (30 degree angle maximum)
should be placed inside the excavation to enable
turtles to climb out.

Additional sources of information:
New York Natural Heritage Program. 2015.
Online Conservation Guide for Emydoidea
blandingii.
Available from:
http://www.acris.nynhp.org/guide.php?id=7508.
New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation Blanding's Turtle Fact Sheet
Available from:
http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7166.html.

