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Our Mission
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More than just a meal...

Emergency Meals

A nonprofit, local volunteer program providing hot,

Winter Deliveries / Reminders

delicious and nutritious meals delivered personally to

Founder's Month

area seniors and other residents in need.

Fundraising Dinner

We strive to maintain affordability for the clients we
serve. Meal costs are kept reasonable thanks to the
generosity of many individuals, churches, civic and

Volunteer Spotlight
Raffle Tickets & The Red Truck

fraternal organizations as well as the business

Marist Spotlight

community of Greater Hyde Park.

Annual Appeal

Shop
and
Benefit Greater Hyde Park
Meals On Wheels!
Did you know when you shop on Amazon you can
designate a portion of your expenditures to benefit a
non-profit? Log in to your Amazon account via
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com). The AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible
purchases to the charitable organization that you
designate...We would love if you chose Greater Hyde
Park Meals on Wheels

Patrick Downes from Ruge’s receiving a thank you
basket from Vice President Cheryl Norton.
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Emergency Meals For the past few years, we have partnered with ShopRite in Kingston
to provide you with food to be available when inclement weather
prevents our delivery. The food items included in the “Blizzard Bag”
are selected by ShopRite’s registered dieticians.
All the food items are shelf-stable. The food is provided at no cost
to you as a community service. The bags will be delivered in early
December and are provided by Ruge’s Subaru in Rhinebeck as a
donation as well.
Last year, we were fortunate to be given Emergency Boxes of food
from Hannaford Supermarket in Red Hook. The boxes were either
paid for by Hannaford shoppers or were donated directly by the
supermarket. This year, we have expanded our emergency food
provisions with the addition of Stop & Shop Supermarket in Hyde
Park. Stop & Shop shoppers or the supermarket directly will pay for
the Emergency Boxes, like the ones donated by Hannaford. There is
no cost to you and the boxes will be delivered in December.
Meals on Wheels of Greater Hyde Park appreciates the community
spirit and concern for senior nutrition demonstrated by ShopRite,
Hannaford and Stop & Shop. The food will be delivered to you by
our regular volunteers at no cost to you

Winter Weather Policy
We deliver meals five days per week, Monday through Friday,
except under the following circumstances.
If the Hyde Park Central School District is in session, (not on
vacation) and the schools close due to inclement weather, then
we will NOT deliver meals on that day. If it is not safe to transport
students, then it is not safe for our volunteer drivers to be on the
road...
You will not be charged since no meal will be delivered. You can
learn about school closings from the school website or numerous
local radio stations. If the schools are on a one or two-hour delay,
we WILL deliver meals on that day. If the school is on vacation
and we determine that inclement weather makes it unsafe for our
volunteer drivers to deliver your meal, you will be called in the
morning to advise. Again, you will not be charged when no meal
is delivered.

Students from Marist College North
Road Communication helping put
together the Blizzard Bags
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More On Winter Deliveries
Please be sure a path to your door is cleared of any snow or
ice so that our volunteer drivers can safely deliver your meal.
We value our volunteers and want to ensure their safety all
year long, but especially in winter weather. If a path cannot
be cleared, you can call in the morning to cancel the delivery
for that day. Karen, our Kitchen Operations Coordinator, can
be reached at 229-5896.

Founders Month

Patti Horvath from the Field Hall Foundation
with Anne and Rod Church. The FHF
provided us with a $5,000 grant this year.

is our Founder’s Month because we delivered our
first meal in October 1975. Forty-four years later we
continue to provide this valuable support service to our
senior neighbors in the greater Hyde Park communities
and The Village of Rhinebeck. By the way, our By-Laws
define “the greater Hyde Park community” as any town or
village included in the Hyde Park Central School District
catchment area. So, if you see a Hyde Park Central School
District bus in your neighborhood, we service your area.
Our Rhinebeck service area is the village only.

Fundraising Dinner
Meals on Wheels of Greater Hyde Park relies on support from the community, including businesses, civic
and fraternal organization and members of the Hyde Park and Rhinebeck communities.
One of those businesses is Coppola’s Italian Restaurant located at 4167 Albany Post Road in Hyde Park.
John Coppola provides us with an opportunity to enjoy a delicious meal at his restaurant and, in exchange,
he provides us with a percentage of the proceeds from that night. John has done this for us for many years
and we always appreciate it.
This year the date of the Fundraising dinner is Wednesday, October 23, 2019, from 5:00 until closing. All
you do is make a reservation for that night, enjoy a great Italian meal, which supports a local business, and
Meals on Wheels of Greater Hyde Park receives the benefit. Come to dinner with friends or, if you are
unable to go out to dinner, encourage your friends or family to come to Coppola’s Italian Restaurant on
Wednesday, October 23. Reservations are strongly advised based on prior experience. Please call (845)
229-9113 to reserve your spot for dinner and support Meals on Wheels of Greater Hyde Park at the same
time.
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
PATRICIA AND CLAYTON ROBERTSON
We are very fortunate to have a list of almost

Her commitment and dedication to Meals on

one

Wheels of Greater Hyde Park is unmatched and

hundred

dedicated

volunteers.

Our

spotlight in this article focuses on Patricia &

greatly appreciated

Clayton Robertson.
Patti is responsible for recruiting her husband,
There is not one board position that has not

Clayton.

had Patti Robertson’s name on it at one time or

somewhere around 2012.

another. Patti has been a volunteer since 1976,

substitute

less than one year after the first meal was

shopping with Patti. His biggest role is to serve

delivered.

as our GPS (Global Positioning System).

She was recruited by Nina Lynch,

He

thinks

driver

he

and

may

have

started

He serves as a
does

the

grocery

one of the original founders of the organization.
Clayton works with Karen Becker, the Kitchen
She is currently a regular driver on Monday,

Operations

does grocery shopping twice a month at Stop &

organizing the five delivery routes we maintain.

Shop and serves on the Board of Directors.

He will often drive to a home if he is not already

Patti also fills in for the Treasurer in collecting

familiar with the location, so that he can write

and keeping track of meal payments, which are

out specific directions to the client’s home for

collected on Monday, and has assisted in the

the drivers.

kitchen whenever her services are needed.

Coordinator,

in

planning

and
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
PATRICIA AND CLAYTON ROBERTSON
Clayton is also responsible for making other changes in the routes when people
are away, or in the hospital or enter assisted living. Clayton keeps the route
books current and provides other administrative functions to assist in the whole
operation.
The Robertson’s volunteer because they realize the importance of the service the
organization provides. Clayton stated, “MOW is a great organization, providing an
essential service with dedicated staffers and Volunteers”. Patti adds, “We are so
much more than a meal, i.e., a visit, bringing in the mail (for clients), filling bird
feeders, etc.”
Jack Fenton, President of the Board of Directors offered these words on the
Robertson’s:

"Patti and Clayton are great examples
of the dedication and commitment all
of our volunteers bring to serving our
senior neighbors in the Hyde Park and
Village of Rhinebeck communities. Any
organization would be lucky to have
them, and we are fortunate they
volunteer with Meals on Wheel of
Greater Hyde Park.”

Raffle Tickets
One of our very popular
fundraising activities in October
is the raffle where you have the
chance to win $50.00 in New
York State Lottery Scratch-off
Tickets. The second prize is
$15.00 in tickets and the third
prize is $5.00 in tickets.
Everyone seems to enjoy the
thrill of scratching off the tickets
to reveal a prize. On Sunday,
October 27, 2019, we will be in
front of Stop & Shop in Hyde
Park selling to tickets, which cost
$1.00 each or six for $5.00. This
is another example of the
support we receive from a local
business.

Marist Spotlight
Meals On Wheels has been a
proud client of North Road
Communications. North Road
Communications is a student run
Integrated Marketing
Communications Agency. North
Road Communications works
specifically with non-profit
clients in the Hudson Valley and
New York community.

NRC offers a variety of communication services including
researching and providing strategic communication counsel,
writing media and other marketing/promotional materials,
developing and executing social media strategies, coordinating
logistics for and providing on-site assistance at special events,
creating media projects such as promotional videos.

Red Truck
Meals on Wheels of Greater Hyde Park appreciates
the fact that the Eveready Diner located at 4184
Albany Post Road in Hyde Park has always
supported our organization by having our Meals on
Wheels red truck right near the register. That truck
is always available, and we always appreciate the
support from all the customers who contribute. The
Eveready Diner is an example of another
community business helping us deliver hot and
nutritious meals to our senior neighbors. We
sincerely appreciate all those who contribute to
using the Red Truck.
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Annual Appeal
Meals on Wheels of Greater Hyde Park was founded by a group of
concerned community members back in October 1975 to provide hot,
nutritious, home-delivered meals to our senior neighbors.
We have been doing that Monday through Friday, fifty-two weeks per year
ever since the first meal was delivered. Using a conservative estimate of
15,000 meals per year, last year we delivered over 22,000 meals, we have
delivered over 660,000 meals and probably driven a similar number of
miles to make those deliveries.
We can do this because we charge a portion of what it costs to make the
meals and the rest of our costs are covered through fundraising activities
and with the help of almost one hundred volunteers. With October being
considered our Founder’s Month we plan several activities to raise funds
to enable us to keep our costs reasonable for our clients.
The $23.00 per week charge for five hot meals has been the same since
February 2011, a fact which pleases the Board of Directors. During
October we conduct our annual direct mail campaign. That campaign is
directed to businesses, churches, social and civic organizations and the
members of the greater Hyde Park and Village of Rhinebeck communities
who have been very generous in supporting the work that we do. We ask
that these individuals and organizations support us with financial
contributions that can be sent to us at Meals on Wheels of Greater Hyde
Park 1 Church Street Hyde Park NY 12538 or individuals can go to our
website at www.MealsOnWheelsOfHP.org and donate online.
All donations are tax-deductible as allowed by tax regulations because we
are a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization. Meals on Wheels of Greater Hyde
Park wants you to be aware of the support we receive from the
community and how their generosity allows us to keep our meal prices
affordable. We thank them for their continued support and thank you for
allowing us to serve you as we have done for the past forty-four years.

Meals On Wheels of Greater Hyde Park United
Methodist Church
1 Church Street
Hyde Park, NY 12538
(845)-229-5896

Stay Connected:
@MOWHydePark

@MOWHydePark
Meals On Wheels Of Greater Hyde Park

mealsonwheelsofhp.org

