SUPERVISOR’S

2018 FALL UPDATE

This report is a critical element as we propose a wastewater treatment system to service the traditional
commercial center of Hyde Park. It defines the most efficient district boundaries (the Route 9 corridor from
approximately Coppola’s to Cranberry’s), as well as the treatment plant specifications. I have been hard at
work with Councilwoman Emily Svenson on this ambitious and key project, and we have secured $5.3 million
dollars through five different funding sources toward sewer construction. These grants will reduce the cost of
a projected $18 million project for the district members. Just as in all special districts, only those whose
properties are in the district can be assessed to fund such infrastructure, which makes grant funding
essential, yet also asks property owners to envision new and better uses for their properties. After all,
commercial sewer will encourage more infill of buildings (which can sit atop former septic fields), different
kinds of uses that are water dependent (restaurants, cafes, wine bars, bakeries, etc…) and less vacant land.
At our October 29th Town Board Meeting, the Town Board authorized the preparation of a Map, Plan and
Report for the sewer district. The Town will be hosting a series of informational meetings with the property
owners, the first to be held on Tuesday, November 13th at 9:00 a.m.
Several additional town sponsored projects have been completed or are currently underway:
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Website: www.hydeparkny.us - This several year long project to create a modern, user-friendly website
has been completed and is now live. The website provides a fresh and inviting face to our town while
increasing the accessibility of information for residents, visitors and anyone wanting to open a business here.
Please know that the website will be continually updated while it is in the process of being rolled out as we
iron out possible glitches. Many thanks to the volunteers who made this happen, including Finn Byrhard, Neil
Krupnick, Ann Weiser and Joanne Lown who worked with Councilman Joe Marrine on this project.
Electric Vehicle Charging Station - Again with NYSERDA funding, the Town will be installing an electric
vehicle charging station at the Town Hall Parking Lot in 2019.

With a year having passed since my last newsletter, there is much to report on both Hyde Park’s progress
and some exciting projects ahead.

Shared Service Project Pace University - Soon to be completed to create greater efficiencies among the
Building, Planning, and Zoning Departments.

Upon the completion of our first phase of pedestrian improvements in 2017, the Town has stepped much
closer toward our goal of creating a more walkable central business district for Hyde Park. Our Downtown
Initiative (www.hpdowntown.com) is an economic development strategy, a quality of life plan, and a vision for
a more activated town. Utilizing federal, state and county grants, we are seeking to improve our town’s
commercial viability and vibrancy, by building much needed wastewater treatment and pedestrian
infrastructure.

Road Paving - The Town welcomed Highway Superintendent Howard Fisher aboard on January 1, 2018
and appreciate all his efforts in keeping our roads cleared, paved, and safe. With careful management of
funds, we were able to expend $635,000 in paving projects in 2018, and look forward to more great work
from our Highway Department in 2019.

Because there is a wide availability of grants for pedestrian infrastructure, we have made strong progress on
sidewalk installation. The first phase was the construction of sidewalks from Terwilliger Lane to Park Plaza,
funded with a Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) grant and money obtained by Assemblymember
Didi Barrett through a state grant program. It has been exciting to see Hyde Parkers walking on the
sidewalks this year, while the trees fill out and beautify the streetscape. The addition of pedestrian level
lighting is the next step, and we look forward to installing street lights in early 2019.
Under construction as I write, the Town is utilizing a Community Development Block Grant to install
sidewalks from the Route 9 intersection from Pinewoods Road to Pinewoods Park. This will provide an
important link for pedestrians to a hidden gem that houses a skate park, playground, hiking trails, tennis
courts and a baseball field. That project has been carefully designed to integrate with an intersection
improvement that the NYS Department of Transportation will be completing at the Route 9 and Pinewoods
intersection next year.
We received a second TAP grant for the next phase of the Downtown Initiative pedestrian component.
Currently in design, the project will install fresh, tree-lined sidewalks from Park Plaza to just north of the
Pinewoods/Route 9 intersection. A key component is improving the intersection at Roger’s Place and the
CVS plaza by adding complete, safe crosswalks to enhance connections between residences to the west
and the businesses and shops on the east side of Route 9. We hope to go to construction in 2019.
With funding obtained from NYSERDA, the Town completed a series of public meetings in the Spring of
2018 to further define the objectives of the Downtown Initiative. With over 100 people attending two separate
meetings, the Town, in conjunction with Delaware Engineering, produced a Planning and Engineering Report
that encourages the types of businesses and housing that make the most sense for a town center,
recommends zoning updates, and details for a commercial sewer system, and further streetscape upgrades.

Police Department - In September of 2018, Lieutenant Rob Benson was promoted to Hyde Park Police
Chief after we said farewell to Chief Eric Paolilli who served our town well for more than six years as our
part-time Police Chief. We thank Chief Paolilli for his good service to the Town and are pleased to have
Chief Benson as part of our team.

In recent years, the Town passed numerous laws that are producing terrific and intended results:
Solar Law with PILOT - The Hyde Park Town Board was the first municipality in Dutchess County to pass a
Solar Law to encourage the use of properties in the rural parts of town to host solar arrays. At this time, we
have seven projects in various stages of the application process (the first has already been approved) and
we are pleased to be part of a statewide initiative for alternative energy sources. The Town also instituted a
PILOT (payment in lieu of taxes) program to ensure these businesses are paying their fair share.
Craft Beer and Distillery Law - Recognizing the value of Hyde Park’s location as a beverage and food
destination, the Town Board passed a local law to encourage the redevelopment of properties for these
on-trend new enterprises. This law enabled the former Stop & Shop to be purchased by Asahi Shuzo/
Dassai for the East Coast’s first sake manufacturing plant and tasting room. The projected $28,000,000 project is a true win for Hyde Park by adding substantial value to our tax base, creating jobs, and adding to our
attraction as a regional tourist destination.
Grass Maintenance Law - The Town passed an ordinance that enables us to more easily and effectively
take action against poor maintenance of house settings and landscaping, particularly those where lenders
like banks have taken title to the properties through foreclosure. Combining this law with additional hard
working staff in our Building Department, we are making new progress on what remains a persistent
problem.

Complementing our work within the public sector, we are also seeing great improvements and
investments from the private sector:
Hyde Park Town Center - A very long awaited redevelopment of the former Molloy’s Pharmacy into a
visually appealing Mavis Tire was completed in the summer of 2018. While initially there were differing views
on the highest and best use for the property, there is no controversy on the attractiveness of the execution.
Kudos to both the Planning Board and the property owners for their commitment to making a controversial
project work for both the community and the developers. With Mavis complete, the developers are renovating
the building along Pinewoods Road for Verizon and Sideburns. Next on the agenda will be the
redevelopment of the building that formerly housed these businesses for a new Emergency One Clinic. The
handsome re-facing of these buildings keeps
an eye on the larger goal of Hyde Park’s
revitalization objectives which benefit the town,
our residents, tourists, developers and
businesses.
Hyde Park Veterinary Center - Thank you to
Dr. Mintzer for taking care of our furry and
feathered friends and for your investment in
this attractive building that replaces an empty
former landscaping company in Staatsburg.

A Future Golf Cart Rental Business - Will be located on Route 9-G, near the Hoe Bowl that was recently
renovated into the Hyde Park Assisted Living Residence. It will expand our tax base and bring back a golf
cart rental business that had been in Poughkeepsie .
Joseph’s Steak House - In 2017, the Planning Board approved a revised site plan for Joseph’s Steak
House, which was damaged by fire in 2016. After many months of advocacy by myself and the Town
Engineer with the Department of Health, the property owner has obtained the needed approvals and has
begun renovation of the property, which will include a 90 seat restaurant and outdoor dining space.
Asahi Shuzo - as mentioned above, the former Stop & Shop has been purchased by Asahi Shuzo for the
first East Coast Sake Manufacturing Plant and Tasting Room. A ground breaking ceremony will take place
on November 12th.

Quatrefoil Building on Route 9G in
Staatsburg - Wow! What a great improvement
to the former Buchanan Carpet. Well done,
Mike and Kathryn Whitman!

The Enclave - Investors have purchased the rights to the former Meadows subdivision on Cream Street and
will be reviving this property with 25 two family homes, a club house, a bocce ball court and a solar farm.
Jeffrey Groves Estates - Located on North Cross Road in Staatsburg, this property has also been recently
purchased and the new developers are reigniting the project which will offer 50 elegant townhome rentals.
Inn at Bellefield - The former St. Andrew’s at Hyde Park was purchased several years ago by T-Rex
Capital who received site plan approval for a 133 room hotel, which is part of a much larger concept plan
approved in 2007.
While the remaining portion of the concept plan is not scheduled for development at this time, the project has
begun the necessary infrastructure improvements and the pre-development approval for the hotel. The
Town looks forward to reviewing future phases and encourages the public to participate during the site plan
review process.

While much of the above is critical and important to our collective future, the primary responsibility of the
Town Supervisor and Town Board as defined by NY State Law is to efficiently and responsibly manage your
tax dollars. The 2019 budget will once again be within the NY State tax cap, allowing residents to receive
the NY State rebate. The Town Comptroller’s staff and I work daily to assure that we are able to live within
the budget by carefully managing expenses, and have successfully created healthy reserves for unforeseen
expenses by doing so. This avoids future taxpayers facing sudden tax hikes for emergencies like extreme
weather, unanticipated cost increases like health insurance, new capital projects and required staff retirement
benefits. In 2018, we used grant funding whenever available to defray all types of costs and will continue to
do so in 2019.
Communication with residents continues to be a priority for us and is an essential component for our town’s
success. With that in mind, our Town Board and Planning Board meetings are all televised on Channel 22
with links for viewing on our website, wwww.hydeparkny.us. Our Facebook page, “Town of Hyde Park, NY”
is a great resource for keeping in touch, and my office door is always open at 4383 Albany Post Road.
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