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Meetings, Walks and Events

The Joys of Hiking lecture at Hyde Park Free
Library Annex (Sponsored by ADK)
« Thursday April 30" at 6:30 p.m.

How to Get Started in Kayaking lecture at Hyde
Park Free Library Annex (also ADK)
« Thursday May 7™ at 6:30 p.m.

Contact Salley Decker at 454-4206 for more
information about the two programs above

Hyde Park Healthy Trails Walkabout Kick-off
Hike, rededicating the 1-mile Val-Kill Loop Trail
as “Eleanor’s Walk”

« Saturday April 25" at 1 p.m.

* Meet at Val-Kill parking lot

Hyde Park Spring Tune-up Bike Ride
« Sunday May 17"
* Call Bob Wills to register 845- 486-3643

Hyde Park Conservation Advisory
Committee Biodiversity hikes:

Vernal Pools at Winnakee Nature Preserve
« Saturday April 11" at 10 a.m.
* Meet behind Pete’s Café, Rte 9

Spring Wildflowers at Roosevelt Farm Lane
« Saturday May 16™ at 10 a.m.
* Meet at the Rte 9 parking lot

Bird Walk at Norrie Point Blue Trail
« Saturday June 13t" at 10 a.m.
» Meet at Norrie Point Environmental
Center, Staatsburg

Lionds Club
Roosevelt Farm Lane
« Sunday September 13"
* Mark your calendar & watch for further
information
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Healthy Trails Walkabout 2009

Spring has
hike! The Dutchess County Department of
Health again partners with the Hyde Park
Trail Committee to promote healthy hikes.
Hike five of the nine trails published on the
Hyde Pak Healthy Trails Walkabout map
and earn the beautiful patch pictured above.
Check out the map and more information at
www.hydeparkny.us click on recreation.

You can easily squeeze these local hikes into
your schédule.

The patch image represents a Native
American overlooking Crum Elbow Point as
Henry Hudson’s Half Moon visits Hyde Park
on September 28, 1609. The image was
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mural panel in the Hyde Park Post Office.
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http://www.hydeparkny.us/

Interpretive Podcasts Coming Soon

Ever wonder who Hyde Park is named for?
Find out by listening to the Vanderbilt trail
podcast. Watch this summer for the debut of
the Hyde Park Trails audio interpretive tour
podcasts. The podcasts are being developed
to tell the stories of the Hyde Park Trails and
encourage volunteer stewardship. When
completed, these files will be available for
free download from the web. There will be
six podcasts, each keyed to a particular Hyde
Park trail. Included on the Vanderbilt trail
podcast is the story behind the incredible
landscape of the Vanderbilt mansion. A
section on the Hyde Park Riverfront will tell
of the Hudson River and fishing for “Albany
beef.”

The Hackett Hill podcast will describe the
African American community that lived
along Fredonia Lane as early as the 1790s,
including a remarkable farmer named Primus
Martin. And who were the Hacketts, and
what was their significance in Hyde Park?
Hyde Park trails are monitored and
maintained by volunteers. Podcasts include
explanations of the contribution made to the
trails by local Boy Scouts.

Franklin D. Roosevelt loved Hyde Park, and
he said it best: “All that is within me cries
out to return to my home on the Hudson
River.” FDR was also a statewide and
national leader in “scientific” forestry, and he
oversaw the planting of some 400,000 trees
on his own property.

Walk where Eleanor Roosevelt walked daily
for exercise and listen to stories of Val-Kill
and Top Cottage. Enjoy the nature, view,
calm, and the peace that FDR preserved for
us. Now the trails and historic sites belong to
the community. Become a volunteer trail
steward. Hike five of the nine trails and earn
a great patch.

Share Your Trail Stories

The Hyde Park Trails Newsletter wants to
hear from you! Do you have a story, poem,
photo that has something to do with Hyde
Park’s trails? Or do you know something of
the local ecology, geology, or history that
relates to the trails? Please email Seth Lyon
at Seth.Lyon@SUNY Dutchess.edu.

Trail Maintainer Profile

Meet Bonnie and Vic Schelchow, who have
adopted the Col. Rogers Loop Trail in the
Winnakee Nature Preserve. This is a mile-
long connector and loop trail through the
105-acre Winnakee Land Trust property
behind the Hyde Park Florist.
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Bonnie is happy to participate in community
conservation and explains, “I got into this by
doing a 10,000 step walking program with
my girlfriend.” Vic is owner of Vic’s
Walkabout landscaping business and
naturally applies his professional skills to
trail maintenance. Thanks, Bonnie and Vic!

You too can join us! We still have trails and
kiosks in need of adoption. If you would like
to adopt a trail or a kiosk please contact Ms.
Kathleen Davis at 229-8086.
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Hyde Park Conservation Advisory Nature Preserve is a 1@&re park in the

Council (CAC) Hike Series heart of Hyde Park with gentle hiking trails
suitable for all abilities.

Celebrate spring with a pleasant walk

through the Winnakee Nature Preserve, and This is the first in a series of spring

learn about vernal pools, a special type of biodiversity hikes led by the Hyde Park
woodland pool only found in the spring time. Consenration Advisory Council.See events
Led by biologist and Hyde Park CAC calendar on page 1 for the complete list of
member Dr. Mike Rubbo, participants will hikes. For more information, please contact
see firsthand the wonders that lie within the Council atac@hydeparkny.usr 698
these pools. 0297.

Events Calendar for Hyde Park

For more information and an events calendar,
visit: http://www.historichydepark.org/ or
http://www.hydeparkny.us/calendar.shtml

Hyde Park Trail Project History

This is part two of the chronology of the
Hyde Park Trails project, continued from
Newsletter #3.

1988 The New York State DOS, Coastal Zone
Management Program awards the Town
a $13.624 grant, for costs of trail
construction and securing easements
across two private parcels. Because the
Town Board feels it cannot take principal
responsibility for the project, the grant
money is passed to two land trusts
involved with Hyde Park’s riverfront.

Start the Easter weekend with an unusual
type of egg hunt! Vernal pools are essential

breeding sites for many amphibians, and 1988  The Hyde Park Trail Committee is
participants are likely to discover frog and formed with the assistance of the NPS
salamander egg massd&3ecause vernal Rivers & Trails Program. Members
pools are temporary and isolated from include the Town, the Scenic Hudson and
streams, they do not host fisithis makes Winnakee Land Trusts, Dutchess County
them the perfect place for salamanders and Council of Boy Scouts (BSA), National
frogs to lay theieggs without fish to eat Park Service (NPS) and the Mid-Hudson
them. Vernal pools also hold spring chapter of the Adirondack Mountain

snowmelt and rain water, returning it to the Club (ADK).

ground to fill our wells, and holding it back

. 1990 John and Gloria Golden and Gerald
from flooding our roads.

Morgan grant trail easements to the

) _ Winnakee Land Trust and the Scenic
All are welcome to this free evenChildren Hudson Land Trust, enabling the formal

are encouraged to attend (acqgamied by an opening of the Hyde Park Trail.
adult). No pets, pleaseThe Winnakee
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1991

1991

1992

1992

1992

The Trail Management Plan for the Hyde
Park Trail and a Memorandum of
Understanding for trail development and
maintenance enables completion of phase
1 of the trail, 3.5 miles from FDR to
Vanderbilt. It is signed by six partners:
Town of Hyde Park; ADK; BSA;
Roosevelt-Vanderbilt National Historic
Sites; and the Scenic Hudson and
Winnakee Land Trusts.

The first phase of the Hyde Park Trail
opens with a trail walk and formal
ceremony at Riverfront Park. The 1988
DOS grant enables the Trail Committee
to install trailhead signs at the Home of
FDR, Riverfront Park and the Vanderbilt
Visitor Center; publish the first Trail
map/ brochure; and put up trail markers
with a logo featuring the leaf of FDR’s
favorite tree -- the Tulip poplar.

The Hyde Park Trail is the first
designated Hudson River Greenway
Trail, by the newly-formed Hudson River
Valley Greenway Conservancy.

NPS receives $10,000 grant from
National Park Foundation for signage &
materials for trail construction. It is used
to eliminate hazards on the FDR-Val-kill
section; to buy trail markers, sign posts
and tools for volunteers; to apply
protective lexan covers over the 3
trailhead signs; and create a revised and
expanded trail brochure.

Trail from FDR site to Val-Kill opens,
completing phase two of the trail.

1993

1993

1993

1993

1995

2000

2002

NPS receives a $2000 American
Greenways grant from the Conservation
Fund, enabling printing of the second
Hyde Park Trail brochure. In its award
letter, the Conservation Funds cites the
Hyde Park Trail as “a leading example of
greenway development in New York.”

The Hyde Park Trail committee applies
for a NYS-DOT grant to rehabilitate the
Crum Elbow Point bridge. The grant is

declined.

Local scout Allan Blair gets an Eagle
Scout award for a Hyde Park Trail
rehabilitation project at Vanderbilt.

NPS Regional Director Marie Rust walks
the Hyde Park Trail with House Interior
Appropriations chairman Bruce Vento
and Congressman Maurice Hinchey.

A trail link between Vanderbilt and
Mills-Norrie State Park is completed, and
is open temporarily, using a major
section of Rte 9.

Walks on parts of the Hyde Park Trail
system are featured in the first Hudson
Valley Ramble, sponsored by the Hudson
River Valley National Heritage Area.

The Hyde Park Trail is signaled as the
“halfway point and a high point” of the
11-day Hudson Greenway Trail Tour
from NYC to the Capital District,
sponsored by the Hudson River
Greenway / National Heritage Area.

Watch for the latest chapter of the Hyde Park
Trails story in a future newsletter. If you would
like to become a part of the story by getting
involved with Hyde Park Trails, call Kathleen
Davis at 229-8086.

The Hyde Park Trail Partnership: The Hyde Park Trail Committee and many dedicated volunteers have
worked since 1988 to build and promote trails in Hyde Park. They include: Town of Hyde Park, Roosevelt-
Vanderbilt National Historic Sites, Scenic Hudson Land Trust, Winnakee Land Trust, Dutchess County
Department of Planning and Development, Dutchess County Department of Health, Mid-Hudson Chapter
Adirondack Mountain Club, National Park Service Rivers & Trails || Gz




