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Rotary Club Improves Park

A new minipark at the Winnakee Nature

Preserve on Van Dam Road in Hyde Park is

being built by members of the Hyde Park
Rotary Club. Begun in 2005 as a Rygta
Club International Centennial project, the
park project was started by the clearing of

brush, placement of benches and construction
of a stonewall according to Town Supervisor

and Rotarian Pompey Delafield. The
property is owned by the Winnakee Land
Trust.

As part of your hike through the 60 acre
Winnakee Nature Preserve trail, stop for a
few minutes and enjoy a rest on a park

bench. Watch for upcoming improvements in

the way of plantings and landscaping.
Parking is behind
Grill at the corner of Route 9 and Van Dam
Road.

t he

Upcoming Meetings and Events

Ice Yacht Display at FDR Library
* Saturday 3 p.m. December 27" through
« Saturday January 3"

Winnakee Nature Preserve hike
* Saturday January 34at 1 p.m.

Winterfest at Hackett Hill Park, cross-
country skiing equipment provided for those
who wish to try out Nordic skiing. A hike
through the park for those who don’t put
slippery boards on their feet.

« Sunday February 8" 1-4 p.m. skiing

* Sunday February 8" 2 p.m. hike

FDR to Val-Kill Trail Reopened

Closed recently for construction, the carriage
trail between the FDR home and Eleanor
Roosevelt’s Val-Kill cottage was reopened

Saturday November 15"™. The 1.8 mile trail
known as the Roosevelt Farm Lane trail has
been improved by the National Park Service.
The afternoon ribbon cutting ceremony was
accompanied by light rain, but spirits were
festive. Many officials spoke regarding the
cooperation, community spirit and diligence
of all who participated to get this trail
renovated.

Mark Castioglioni of Hudson Valley River
Greenway and Steven Rosenberg of Scenic
Hudson cut the ribbon, officially reopening
Roosevelt Farm Lane trail

The Roosevelt Farm property, is a 334 acre
parcel with gently rolling small hills and
rocky outcrops is a great venue for hiking
and biking. A tram service planned for the
spring will carry passengers from the FDR
estate to the Val-Kill cottage. Plan a hike on
this beautiful “new” trail. Parking is off Rt.



9G across from Val-Kill entrance or off Rt. 9
just north of the Hyde Park Brewing
Company. Look for the new “Roosevelt
Farm Lane” trail sign and the kiosk at the
trailhead. Check out the trail map at
www.hydeparkny.us/recreation/trails/.

Trail Maintainer Profile

Meet Michael Skelly, trail maintainer of the
Top Cottage trail.

This trail connects Eleanor Roosevelt’s Val-
Kill home with Franklin Roosevelt’s Top
Cottage. Skelly explains “ I enjoy getting to
know a piece of woods, and the elusive view
from the cottage is intriguing.” Adopting one
of the Hyde Park trails is not a demanding
responsibility, says Skelly. Trail inspections
and clean up can be scheduled when it’s
convenient for the maintainer. Michael hopes
his work inspires others to this worthy task.
Picking up litter is part of any trail
maintenance work, but Skelly notes that
people seem to respect the trail, and litter is
scarce. Michael Skelly, along with his wife
Lois and son Kevin, moved to Hyde Park
from Croton in 2006.

There are other trails and kiosks in need of
“adoption.” If you would like to adopt a trail

or a kiosk please contact Ms. Kathleen Davis
at 229-8086.

Events Calendar for Hyde Park
For more information and an events calendar,
visit: http://www.historichydepark.org/

Grand Walkabout Kicks Off to a Great
Start from Riverfront Park

The 2008-2009 Grand Walkabout, a 12-
month celebration of foot trails in Dutchess,
Orange, Putnam and Ulster counties, got off
to a great start on September 14™ at Hyde
Park’s Riverfront Park. The event drew over
100 people and featured information booths
staffed by a number of trails organizations.
Guided hikes to the historic Vanderbilt Estate
and to scenic Crum Elbow Creek, gave
attendees a great hike on a beautiful late
summer day. There were plenty of hot dogs,
granola bars, apples, and other refreshments
to fuel the hikers.
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